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The Arab world has a fast-growing population of
360 million with more than half under 25 years
of age. This development calls for many invest-
ments in education, infrastructure and healthcare.
Forecasts show a stable growth rate for the health-
care sector in the Arab world. Many Arab coun-
tries have announced ambitious plans to build new
hospitals and medical centers, as well as to expand
their existing facilities. The GCC healthcare mar-
ket is projected to grow at 11 percent per year from
2010 to 2015 with Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates as the fastest growing markets. This
trend is likely to create enormous opportunities for
cooperation between Arab and German companies.

In Germany, with around 5 million employees and
revenues of nearly 300 billion euro, i.e. around 10
percent of the Gross Domestic Product, the health-
care industry is one of the most important eco-
nomic pillars. Many German companies are world
leaders in various healthcare sectors. The German
medical technology market is the largest in Europe
and the third largest in the world. With its excel-
lent reputation and state-of-the-art technology,
Germany offers many investment opportunities
and is a reliable partner for healthcare projects in
the Arab world.

To promote a vital and sustainable Arab-German
partnership in the healthcare sector, the Ghorfa
Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance
and Economics of Baden-Wiirttemberg will host
the 7th Arab-German Health Forum.

Building on the success of the previous events, 300
Arab and German high-ranking experts and de-
cision makers will present current trends of the
healthcare sector and potential fields of cooperation.
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